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These ( Outrageous Gas Bills:
System.

V\B[R 15, 1‘)(?7

The Inspection

Did you ever get your gas meter inspected and tested
under the regulations and laws preseribed in the District
of Columbia? If not, it would be an instructing experience.

You file a request for inspeetion with the Inspector of
Gas and Meters. You explain that your meter works day
and night; works when every light is turned off; metes a
fuller measure when your house is closed during vacation
than when yon are at home. You indicate disaffection, and
intimate an impression that the Gas Monopoly is robbing
you. And you pay 50 cents. Then what?

The inspector notifies the Gas Monopoly to disconnect
that meter and bring it to his office for examination.

The Gas Monopoly sends for the suspected meter, and
takes it to the Gas Monopoly’s office. It can investigate the
contraption if it likes; it can fix the gears any way it
chooses; it can cool off the bearings or tighten up the
joints, or do anything else.

When the Gas Monopoly has had plenty of time to fix

up the meter, the little machine is turned over to the in-
spector! Not sooner

Is it any wonder that, by the time he gets hold of it,
the inspector is just as apt to find the meter slow as fast?

Do yon, reader, as a gas consumer who has had experi-
ence with this Gas Monopoly, think inspection of that kind
is better than a farce? Do you honestly think the Gas Mo-
nopoly is worthy to be trusted? Do you think it is

is above
running a ‘‘fast”’

meter in vour house, and then, when you
complain, slowing it down before lugging it around to be
tested?

Why should a concern which would be guilty of grand
larceny, hesitate at petit larceny? And what less than
grand larceny is the proposition to add ten million dollars
to the capitalization of the (Gas Monopoly?

But this isn’t all the cheerful story of how you get flim-
flammed when you pay 50 cents to have your meter tested.
You would think that the inspector might, himself, come
and take the meter away from your house, as a guarantee
that it wouldn’t be manipulated. Instead, the gas company
takes it away, and has possession of it for an indefinite
period before the inspector gets it. But that is only a be-
ginning. After the Gas Monopoly’s employes have had a
chance to fix the thing up, and then the inspector has sat
m it and judicially decided that it is all right—what then?

Do you get this tested and accredited meter put back
in your house? After having paid 50 cents for the fun of
having the Gas Monopoly fix it up and the inspector cer-
tify to its good character—do you then get the certified
meter put into your basement?

No, indeed. You get any old meter the Gas Monopoly
chooses to give you. You don't get the one for whose test
you paid.

How do you like that sort of an inspection system?

If you were buying sugar from a grocer and discover-
ed him selling eleven ounces to the pound, would you ex-
pect to catech him in the erime by sending him word to
bring those scales around to an inspector for a test? Do
vou think he would be innocent enough to bring them
without first readjusting the balance?

Jut if that grocer had a publie franchise, and was the
only grocer in town; if it were a case of starving or buying
his groceries—then he would be permitted to work it that

. -
|

way. Of course, he would. The Gas Monopoly is allowed
to do it that way; why not the hypothetical grocerv

monopoly?

Your Snteenth f\ughbor

Multiply this last figure by sixteen
and you will see what proportion of
of

in

Suppose you knn-w a work our people are in need or think
character building which reached |themselves so in twelve short
one of your neighbors out of every|months.
sixteen.

The value of this work is proven

Suppose it were a work which in| by one fact alJone—that out of the

case reached that one of the

every 6,000 families for whom material
sixteen who most needed help. aid was asked, only one in five

Suppose that work embodied im-|really needed it. The other four
mediate relief, as well as lasting|required, instead, a little clear

strength for the one out of sixteen
Would you be interested in it?
Of course, you would.
Well, that is the work
by the annual report of the Asso-
ciated Charities which has just ap-
peared. If you have a copy at hand
you owe it to yourself to read it

thinking, or the courage to ask for
what was their own, or a chance to
work, or tools, or (now and then)
detection as confirmed and insistent
beggars who were seeking to live by
betraying the kindness of their fel-
lows. And while the number of
cases treated has been growing year

covered

through. 1If you have not a copy|by year, the number of those whose
you can have one by applying at|situation really demanded material
the office of the association; but a

relief has steadily decreased, as is
shown by this little table:

1899.  1906. 1907.¢

Cases dealt with 2473 4377 5,908

Given material relfef.. .,848 1,050 1,284
*Fifteen months.

Jut the most significant measure
of this work is not offered by the
number of visits made, but by the
fact that 5,599 of those who once
sought material aid have been de-
v:oped by the Associated Charities

better way to get one will be to
become a giver and worker in the
cause of your sixteenth neighbor.
You will have joined a bigger in-
stitution than you may think. For,
last year, the agents of organized
charity in the District of Colmabia
received and investigated 17,119 ap-
plications for help, representing
.5,906 families and 20,861 individuals.

~

Iinto self-respecﬂng citizens, with

jmoney in the bank. That is an
achievement in which this eity can
afford to take great pride—if it
rcan forget how neariy it has per-
mitted the work to fail, sometimes,
for lack of funds, and which ought
to serve for men and women of
sense as a complete justification of
the principle of organized charity.

A Good Trade Start.

Fourteen States and 177
and cities have been represented in
Washington’s holiday trade this sca-
son. That is the record of the cam-
paign conducted by the committee
on retail trade of the Chamber of
Commerce. It has brought buyocr
from as far south as Norfolk mﬂ
Lynchburg, as far west as Cumber-
land, as far north as Frederick and
Carlisle, Pa., and far east
Annapolis. Heretofore all this trade
would have gone to Richmond, Nor-
folk, or Baltimore.

In the amount of business due to
this movement, it would {ind justifi-
cation. Even in the amount repre-
sented on the tickets submitted as
the basis for the refunding of rail-
road fares, it would justify itself.
But the business community and
the Chamber of Commerce will have
most satisfaction in it it
represents a first turn of the tide of
out-of-town business toward Wash-
ington.

The thing now to do is to cliuch
the impression made this winter by

towns

as as

because

another campaign next spring, then
another next fall, until
the general attractions of Washing-
ton and its special opportunities for

and so on

visiting shoppers are as
occur to the resident of Cumber-
land or Lynchburg or Carlisle
to this time, have been the claims of
Baltimore. A good start has been
made. The Chamber of Commerce
must

quick

as,

see to it that it grows into
| permanent gain.

a

Do Nothing! It Pays.

What a3 bonur fi is—this
Republican partzs! 1

a coun-

try suffering from too much tariff,

its commerce choked its

work of regulating interstate cor-
porations and restraining the trusts

operation from a Republican Presi-

don’t disturb the animals.

But they would not be right if

there was an opposition with horse
sense enough to nominate man
they could hope to elect and per-
ception enough to see the advantage
of telling the voters about this pro-
gram.

a

New York has struck the greatest
boom idea Yyet. It is advertising that
27,000 men there are supported by their
wives

If there {s one thing Washington really
needs it is a quieter Sunday. There are
undoubtedly too manj; places of amuse-
ment in operation. Such wide open re-
sorts as F street, Connecticut avenue,
and Rock Creek Park should be closed
by the police.

It behooves Washington, while the
“wickedest city” contest is on, to keep

real guiet—until Congress adjourns.

It's a great help to all the booms for
the President to be out of the running
Even Bryan regards it distinct
personal benefit.

as a

The idea of choosing the forms of men
for the stone statues on that Chicago
building! No wonder the feminine poo-
uiation Is up in arms about the mat‘er.
It is enough to make any woman ied-
headed.

Maybe Rooseveit declined to run again
just because he dida't want to run
again.

A young woman out fn Indiana’ held
on to a vestibule train for ten miies
with one hand. It certainly is a hard
thing to shake a girl

Just as if it weren't
to relieve the financial tension of the
country, Cortelyou now has to go and
explain it all to the Senators, who ap-
parently weren't iistening when he told
the country all about it.

bother enough

There I8 no sealed bonnet in the Pres-
fdentlal contest.

The greatest hit of the mid-summer-
season next year wili be “The Time, the
Place, and the Man.” It will be pro-
duced simultaneously in two cities in the
West. It has not yet been announced
who will be given the part of “The
Man."

Vice Fresident Fairbanks has heen in-
vited to another banquet. It really is
not falr.

There are already signs that Wash-
ington is golng to have the “strongest
team in {ts history” again.

Of course it's Lesb. He done it,

to |

up |

| only half done. jut none of these |,
i!lnngs are to be attended to by a|
Republican Congress assured of co-

KEEP GAS FIGH
BEFORE CONGR
MAGYICAR'S

L)
LAN
People Must Lc{ Con-

| gress Know What
| Thev det

I

( The Visitor Thinks City
Worse Off Than
Other Towns.

i
|

Col. John MacVicar, secre tary of the
American League of Municipalities, left
Washington yesterday after three weeks

in the city in tae intetest of The Times'
fight against the Gas Monopoly. Mr
MacVicar will go In a few days to Des

Moines,
tion

10 enter the campaign for selec-
as one of the board of commission-
under the new commission plan
Eovernment in that city.

| \lr MacVicar's brief stay in
} *on was long enough to enable
|

ers, of

Wash-
him
connection
bétter and cheap-
and proper regulation of the Gas
“ nopoly. He spoke to & large number
ressing

{
i o m associations,
|t 1ds of people.

several

iemonstirated

| complete command of and

lf rther proved that com nand in his

Hun! ibutions to the The
! Times.

! Keep Matter Before Congress.

| to .1 > some excelieant work in
| with the movement for

| er gas,

citizens’
aggregate
He

his sub

of

in the

elings

columns of

i
| .

On leaving the city Mr. MacVicar ex-
'Ivn ssed his regret that he could neot re-
!nmm till the end of the fight. felt

however, that everything has now been

done to assure success that {8 possible,
pt to keep Congress constant
in mind of the fact tl
of Washington insist uj
this matter.

Mr. Mae

car came he

re
ymmissioneérs have determined on their

» of opposing before Congress the

1 scheme and have renewed their
recommendati ti price of gas
be reduc=d The

t w a e Cor
authe Ma

r expressed c .n.ubﬂu

because would be granted to the city
inland waterways are not being im- |#e8slan was many weeks old
s = | of the contes f general condit 18
proved to relieve the railroads, its » A

ity, he

Calls Rate Too High.

*piiar plan of m
in Washington

|
!
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|

| the attempt to
l b

1

i

|

|

|

mnent

npt

regulate

uremen

|

|

{ the governr
1 t

but give me self-gov

It may be that the peopl >
and towns of America don't always elect
their own officials, but they think they

L.

do, at leas
“It is almost

pathetic to wits

utter helplessness of the people to cure
the ills th have to bear. The cor-
porations seem to rvq.hz« are

that they

not rﬂpunﬁn le to the

| seem bent

: t! are

: m with all for

| best governe Am-
an iridescent dream. I cer-

ly hope and believe that Congress

{ will correct the great wrong that is be-
?ing done a t >

| matter, thou

verse influences to be overcome.”

NumbersSmoked
President Out, |-
Senator Hears

There was & persistent story yester-
day that Secretary of the Treasury
Cortelyou's resignation bad been ten-
dered to the President, and was, in fact,
in the possession of the Executive,

Inquiry addressed to a personal repre-
sentative of the President developed not
only that this story is not true, but
that it was to be set down as merely
sensational and entitled to no consid-
eration.

Nevertheless, the story served to draw
out a most interesting Incident of the
last few days. It Is the story of the
President’'s explanation to a Senator

who is on very friendly terms with
him, of the uncomfortable position in

which he (the President) found himself
Defore he took himself out of the race.

“When I found that Hughes was the
randidate of 26, and that Corteiyou was
supported by 23, what was I to do?"* the
President is reported as demanding in
most earnest tones of his Senatorial
caller.

The Scnater scratchad his head for a
moment and looked perplexed. Then 1%
came to him, and he admitted thar the
question was a stunner.

Number 26 Broadway is the headquar-
ters of the Standard Oil Caompany.

Number 23 Wall Street is the location
of J. P. Morgan & Co.

Massage the scalp well every day and
get it loosened up and flexibly, so that
the hair may receive its rightful nour-
Ishment by the blood circulating freely
at the roots. This will stimulate the

rowth and arrest the splilting and

reaking.

Splitting at the ends always indicates
poor nourishment, and nothing but
massage will relieve the trouble.

the |

|
|

l

|

i

dent. The one thing covered by the | o
plans of the leaders in the two|m tna
Houses is enough of a currency bill | >
. g i 8 ned
to quiet the clamor against owu: ! gas s turned on is not ;
present and antiquated system. | e r, if view of the fact that
Why? Beecause this is the sessic x:‘i lly-owned wute int re
" . ¢ . such deposit, would 1t ag
before a Presidential election :l s 3 . . i
P o bDe ust
the Republican party is a If{:f.wr‘ Tho wide vs ot
before it is a statesman. | 8as biils calls into question both
If you could get its half dozen i fair dealing of the metets and the pres
s i~ sure and quality of the gas fur wed
e a i o - !
strategists at the Capitol 1t "‘”‘| 1€ system of inspection is a farte, and |
freely about it they would prnh;lblvl the law is largely to blame fo. this
{say: “Remember Cleveland's tarif?| Government to Blame.
campaign of 1887!" And they are | “The people here are much abobe the
right—generally speaking If ll‘ﬂ\'"rhi{" in intelligence, and they are
party think only of success at the | W€i! Posted on gas conditions, aad they
. ¥ > have no voicé in afie orrect |
polls that is the way to get it— the unfair treatmernt e they
keep down the cxpenses during thea|are receiving. Much has been said about
sessions before the election and |the ideal cor 2 Washington under

|
!

Accurate Mefers Demanded:
Gravily of the Fight Shown

System of Charging “Ar-
rears’” Vigorously At-
tacke d by szens

Asked Why Unpaid Bills
Are Not Charged
Agalmt Depo:xts

Ticking of Meter Sounds
to Visitor Like Hall

Light Company town
Gas Light Comp

Whenever a pu

(Feorges

beomes an eneémy or

to become the mosts

ally, aid, friend, a 14 s

lic, its power should bLe restrair

trolled or extinguished, and t

the powers of such a corporation by |
permitting it to rease Its caj

stock is to giv
enemy and ad
burden of exc
which this commur

. F. HILL.

Suggests szens Plant .
To Stop Gas Extor’cio*is

§ To the Editor of The Wa n Tis {
In reference to the gas company, my |
ClOCk. s experience would be that the cit xzw\l
{of Washington would come together and
b D s | build their own gas plant and have
Trere is no let-up by users of Wasa-|thelr own way, and couid have better
ington Gas Light Company guas in nw!u: d che r Long as the law
figh. which 18 being waged by The|{won't punish EAS COmpany
Times and residents of the city against h harging more it would be
the proposed increased caplwalization ' because they would chsg
and for a reduced rate in the llmrbxi I would be “‘““’5’ o
for gas. Theo large number of ¢~'»ngrat-nf“r that purpose. We have be
ulatory k. tters which arrive with every | for years and ‘E":" )““""‘ nev
mail are proof positive of the interest | punirhed. Respectfully, =
being taken 'in the fight for more r”’i A CITIZEN OF WASHINGTON. |

sonable rates
Among the
communica

and betier serv
most interes
tions is

Mr
most in

ting of
signed *‘Doiald
y seems to thi that
portant point Is being al-

one
Gre

the

Gr 1k

To
most totally ignored by those in charge |

of the struggle. ie says the er 1 et B
‘ A: ggle ) a at there '\”“"eul the stockholders of
be little d Cerived from a lowe-ing! Com ¥ w =

O An a0
of the rates If the present meters «l'® .. The Xr ablic be d-

retained, together
of measuring
used by patrons.

attacks the
th

with the
the
He
system in
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er is philosophi

ny side

present

mcde amount of
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of ti

1 by raak-

Lawyer Tells
Public’s Duty;
Defines Stock

pposed to stand in
property of sub-
is b a convenl-

ne iuterest
property,

» which

represent 2 it Is elther a de-
ception and on the public, or
an evid . ‘mgi al value of

resent
actual substantis

ntly

esgets, there is appare: no llmit t
the exter to W h the original st
may be ‘watere rxcept the capri
of the stockholders.” g

As stated by Cook on corporations,
volume 4, section 28: “A share of stock |
is supposed, in theory, to represent its
value in money or money’'s worth, paid
in or to be paid in the corperation,
- - .

‘The facilitles which exist f-;;.r the

hese |

it fails to|

A8 y,.(.‘,, ® .5.u :

1 there- | e

s rporate |

| Monopoly’s Argument
! Shown to Be Faulty

| [

! - 1w
f The W

bus

What

This n[ plies to the present

Jing |

ng the meters used the ation of &
Jjoke, which, 1f not particularly humor-! ar
ous, is at least apr n;wq |

| statuto
enem)
{ ent 8,90 sh:
| Light Company

{ the entire

sale of properly issued stock are equally | ™

of fictitiously
issue of

spvallable sale
pald-up stock

paid-up stock is the

he

come."

Stock Dividend Device.

fictitiously | !
favorite device of
|

corporate promoters, organizers, and
manipulators in carrying out their plans ¥ ¢ -
¢ t1 :  is d m
| of realizing enormous gains from small If the an e WK £ make
. . n 1
investments and in sccumulating great | N0 difference s
. " “wat <
fortunes at the expense of the public.| Wat€ - 1
Occasional too, the issue (of stock) | PO ‘“'""“ v
is made ¢ he purpose of conceal | S—— '{r‘
bl at iue o
large and unr nable profits, which, 5 - gt
" N a1 tai, and all Ia
if known, t cause the publie to| =
§ e a e should not
regulate and diminish the source of in-

| a gpecifed m

| 1CSS,

A stock dividend is another nx.z!zndi:t amo
to concede excessive profits at the ex- | of stock
per those who are compelled to |12 or in justic
g ize the corporation which has se- | innocent stockholders, be red 1, as the
ln\ its charter and special legis- | corporation would then be 2 to
n ,.],“.;1 privileges or an exclusive jdl\z«,ix‘*n-ls to the stockho
| If 1t “makes no dGiffere why the
anner In which the public )!-d,;,vx-:\v:tmu' of section
e still imposed upon by the ! June 8, 18398, Statutes &
stock, affords additional rea-  sranu the
ons hy corporations, and especially 3( ompany the
public utility corporations, such as gas ' Worth of additional capital
light companies, should be wunder (n»E

constant scrutiny of the public and the
supervision of the representatives of the
public.

The issue of additional stock i{s the
fulerum on which to place the lever
upon which the corporation, its agents,
attorneys, officers, and stockhoilders
base the argument that, to regulate
and diminish the source of revenue, will
operate unjustly against the stockhold-
ers.

Company’s Aim Easy iv See.

That an method of per-
petuating an injustice, and thus increase
the wealth of the corporation and Its
stockholders at the expense of the pub-
lic, should have heretofore often been
invoked Ly oprivate corporations, {s not
to be wondered at, but it is surprising
that it should be invoked at the Capital
of ‘the nation in the year 1907, and is
hardly complimentary to our national
legislators. {

As all legislativa power i8 derived
from the people, and as the powers ex-
ercised by private corporations are de-
rived through the Legislature or Con-
gress, by means of charter or legisla-
tive grants, and as the nower thus dele-
gated is subject to rec~ll, modification
or termination, the public is always a
party and interested in the question of
additional stock issue as well as bond
issue, mortgage, or other device for in-
creasing the capiinl of the corporation
or enlarging its earning capacity.

One of the provisions of section 5 of
the act of June 6, 1596, volume 29,
Statutes at Large, page 352, requires
“publie notice” as a ccndition precedent
to the issue of addit‘onal evidence of
indebtedness ol ‘the Washington Gas

such easy

To the Editor of The Was

Help the caus along
Wastington Gas Compan
trulv,

A LONG SUF P}}I\'. CITIZE

Skipped Reading of Meter
Because It Was Raining |

To the Editor of The Washington T
I should like
against the gas light ¢

to enter

pe
regular dute last month the
meter was not taken. Dec

man from the company rea
and when asked why he di

before h2 u*tly replied t & was
raininx on (L. regular day and he di
not feel i aing. My bill was $5.10-
a six-roc 1se, no laundry or baki

done at .ome. My meter for the past
week has registered 200 and 3% '.« a

day, and no gas has been used during
the day.

I should also like to state that the
Jast biil read state of meter taken on
2d, bill rendered on the Tth, and stamped
by .the gas company December 4. When
is the bill payable?

Mrs. J. A. CALLAN,
2413 Second street northeast.

Why Nt Pay Arrears
From Previous Deposits?

To the Editor of The Washington Times:

Ir while yon are contending so nobly
for justice to our citizens who are so
completely at the mercy of the gas
monopoly, if they, the cornsumers, who
have feit that they have been its vie-

{ boat Macl

to promptiy aid you by
for

and

ed gri

forming both

owWn

YOu

elr

: interest
¢ generzlly

rthelr ; e
a favorabi

ty of havicg them
lessener such deserve a

of all of the disadvantages
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e
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s wih
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»
1

lo<ses they ve oom-

|1 nesl
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Ahout three

nt,

1ears
i

the con

ago, at the request
a deposit of $5.9
would furnish me
I suppose, that
be paid, although
L are good, elscwhere,

that amount. About
~-after using 2and every
promptiy—moving to an-
the efty, on pa;.n'g my
for a return of vhe
was refused b«*rduac I
lost my receipt, and
ft. Now, if the com-
ks €« >tly, should

e proof that it
; Then, why
proof on the patron,

t had received an

nge

paid

payir.>
I a ird
.\. pOE

ad

r

could no

pany OTTé

not
put
when
d still
had moved to anolthetr
v I needed gas agalin, but
wanted another dJeposit,
3f course, refused. Finally, the
¥ ctonciuded to turn on the g&s
of the former unse-
providing I would be-
an wunpald gas
party who had
Again I r ‘u%a d to accele
nesslike oposition of be-
e rnr the unpaild bills
arred to me that
y paid a deposit, same
why was not his Jast gas
ut of the same? 8o they
luded to turn on the gas.
December, year ago, my gas
was $.60 per month., Thix year it
ras §9.30 November and 31180 this
S th same number of
)ers as last year. I noti-
y to call and find what
with the meter. Aftor
E man, who sald 1t
1 am forced to pay for
e rent of & small

ble for

¥

ocel

as myse h

Rl

bill paid «

one

P

a

it seems that there is no
of the expense from mov-
ty. Yours far

other locall

tice, H.

Correct Meters Needed,;
Calls “Arrears” Thievery

you Iignore,
rp sufficiently on the
feature its busi-

or
ot

1er have the
have it
ere provided with
measure precisely
In r"y house,

yuld rath

or ndead

sumed

to coms to my burref-
age meter furnished by

to attack more
trick of

first bill

DONALD GREY.

Readmg the Ga.s Meters
Set Down as Guesswork

the

in the

he Editur of The Washington Times:
1 am onao in thousands who wish for
s ess In the fight for a proper, hon-
and reasonable charge for gas.
the meter closely, and you see
can get any kind of a bill you want
its face—it is mostly guesswork.
the uxm‘t'ons for reading it

ly and try it. Tha divisions should
hown as on a clock's
CONSUMER.

Tlcks of HIS Gas Meter
Sounded Like Hall Clock

¢

rately

udy it.

accur

St

Sdi f The Washington Times:
1d

visited last evening and
if 1 owned one of those large

us

t was the “gas meter” ticking.

J. H. f)}‘:l"'\\ ITH,
516 Seventh street northeast

: UNGLE SAW WANTS BIDS
-\ 10 COMPLETE NEW DocK

tions have just been com-
1 the Navy Department wiil
tomorrow for new bids for

the construction of
ry dock at the Brooklyn Navy

the new

| Yard. A ntract for this work had
i been let , but it was declared
fc aite

tment owing t¢
f the contradtors to prose-
1 3 k is now 15 per
completed. ras originally
| 81,1 wu;‘ appropriated for th!s wogk, and
still available.

3 1\ wil opened at the department

- 1\ nex

GUNBUAT BUING NORTH
10 KEEP YARD BUSY

PENSACOLA. Fla., Dec. 1{.—The gun-
ias, of the vessels being
rebuilt at the Pensacola Navy Yard, is
to e sent to the New York Navy Yard,
wkere the work is to be completed.

The departure of this vessel wiil take
much work from the local yard, as she
is be almost entirely rebuflt, and
many employes will be thrown out of
employment. The reascn the vessel is
r elsewhere for work is not the in-
ability of the local yard to make the re-
pairs, but the fact that hundreds of
men are out of work at the Northern
vards by reason of the big fleet leaving
for the Pacific, and the Southern yards
are to suffer by the work heretofore
heing done here being transferred to the
Northern places.

YWhen the Machias again goes into
commission she will be transferreqd to
the Connecticut naval reserves.
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